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rather the invitation applied not only to Prussians
but to all Germans. On the igth it was decreed
that there should at once be established a three-
fold division into army of the line, Landwehr and
Landsturm. The Landwehr, which was eventually
to consist of nearly 150,000, was to contain men
up to the age of forty and to perform active
service in the field, while the Landsturm was to
offer a last, desperate resistance on the part of all
who had strength to brandish any kind of a
weapon, even axes, pitchforks, and scythes, against
an invading enemy. Should the worse come to
the worst, should they be obliged to abandon their
towns or farms, they were to destroy their grain,
pour out their wine, burn their mills, choke their
wells with rubbish, and shake the fruit from
their trees.

Frederick William to the last had expected but
small results from his call to arms. According to
Marwitz he had said: "Call out volunteers?
A very good idea; but none will come." They
did come, not by hundreds but by thousands. A
wave of enthusiasm such as had not been known
since the time of the crusades swept over Northern
Germany. Classes from the universities, even
youths from the schools, sought and obtained per-
mission to enlist. No less than nine of the boys
from the famous Gray Cloister school in Berlin were
to find death on the field of battle. Fichte, who
had done so much by his stirring " talks to the
German nation" to rouse the spirit of patriotism